Museum collections report for the 2025 AGM
This report covers the period from mid 2024.

During this period the most significant change has been the acquisition, exhibition and
interpretation of the Roger Bell Collection. This sprang from a request by the executors of
Roger Bell to consider the transfer of a significant part of his locomotive nameplate
collection to the Society. A group went to view the collection in October 2024 and
subsequently formulated a plan of how they could be exhibited in the museum within the
confines of the space available.

In preparation the removal or modification of existing displays was necessary. Significant
was the need to revise the Workshop display and the opportunity taken to enhance it with
additional handling objects as well as create a new style for the information panels. A
further idea tested was to recycle one of the panels by applying an overlay. This proved
effective and will make the re-fresh of further panels more affordable and less time
consuming.

Meanwhile, the nameplates were collected from Gloucester in March this year and the
exhibition completed sufficiently for it to be unveiled on 25 October. Amongst the
collection a few nameplates have been dedicated by the Royal British Legion to continue in
their memorial role as when previously attached to their locomotives.

The exhibition of this important collection has revitalized the look and feel to the upper
gallery of the museum and it is to be hoped this will strengthen our resolve to update and
refresh the rest of the museum displays as soon as time will allow.

Meanwhile the function of our collections sub-committee has expanded in order to
embrace and align with the recent governance review. As a consequence we’ve taken on
the title of Museum and Learning Strategy sub-committee. We subsequently established
our terms of reference as well as provided similar to guide the establishment of other sub-
committees, all for approval by the Board of Trustees, of course.

Throughout the year this small team has been reviewing and adding to our Society policy
documents, and currently working on the forward plan ready to put before the Board.
Once completed these will be published on our recently created website page intended for
members.

And in considering social media we’ve also been furthering our presence by posting a
variety of articles on our Facebook pages. One example has been a series of Stories from
the Engine Shed. While this outreach offers our followers an insight into our exhibition at
Ingrow, we are expanding this by publishing the information on the website. The intention
is then to provide QR codes in the museum adjacent to the objects, which will give the
opportunity for visitors to access these stories via their smart phones, so expanding upon



the limited information on existing captions.

One other recent and noteworthy acquisition has been a large collection of Beyer Peacock
engineering drawings. This coincided with the need to find a solution to our problem of
archive storage. We are planning, therefore, to purchase a standalone archive storage
unit, which will be external to the museum building. Such a facility will have the added

benefit of allowing the existing office to become an accessible library for research and
administration.

So, there are a few exciting things to look forward to, and it is to be hoped that the
improvements will attract some volunteers who prefer to keep their hands clean.

Meanwhile, this is the usual opportunity to thank all those who have helped to keep the
museum as clean as it can be, under the prevailing environment of the attached workshop,
and who offer our visitors a friendly welcome.

Pete Skellon

12 December 2025



