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Our	first	school	visit	was	delivered	in	October	2015,	so	this	
year	marks	the	school	programme’s	10th	anniversary.	

BLS	delivered	ac-vi-es	to	835	children,	up	on	the	previous	
five	years’	visits.	Outreach	visits	totalled	200,	our	third	
highest,	and	we	were	involved	in	booking	78	children	for	
‘train	only’	visits.	Add	on	KWVR’s	bookings,	we	had	a	total	of	
1,399	children	and	respec/ve	adults	on	the	Railway.	

Our	school	visits	are	delivered	under	the	Rail	Story	brand,	
and	all	three	partners	(BLS,	VCT	and	KWVR)	have	frozen	their	
prices	for	another	year	in	the	midst	of	financial	difficul+es	
facing	schools.	I	envisage	some	prices	next	year,	but	I	don’t	
see	that	affec)ng	visit	numbers	as	more	than	half	of	our	
schools	are	repeat	visitors.	

In	June	and	July,	every	available	+meslot	with	a	steam	train	
running	had	a	least	one	school	booked	in.	In	April	and	May	
(diesel	services),	numbers	were	141,	up	on	last	year’s	zero	
but	down	on	the	previous	year’s	171.	September’s	steam	
services	a)racted	74	children	and	October	saw	no	schools,	
but	we	did	have	24	Guides	from	Leeds.	We	have	now	
exceeded	5,000	children.	

Bradford	school	remain	our	top	customer,	others	come	from	
Blackburn,	Leeds	and	Halifax.	The	most	popular	age	group	is	
5	to	7,	then	3	to	5,	followed	by	7-11	which	was	the	same	as	
college/secondary	students.	Four	of	our	core	six	facilitated	
workshops	were	delivered	–	Teddy	Bears	to	the	Rescue,	
Seaside	Holidays,	WW2	and	Industrial	Revolu6on.	



Learning	Coach	numbers	over	the	last	12	months	are	2,232	
(in	line	with	last	year)	bringing	the	total	since	2015	to	around	
just	below	17,000.		

Highlights	include	526	during	the	summer	holiday	where	we	
opened	for	18	days.	The	Steam	Gala	a+racted	436,	Easter	was	
busy	with	258	visitors	and	the	new	1940s	weekend	added	
140	to	the	figures.	Three	half-term	holidays	added	on	471.		

Partnerships	have	con)nued	with	Bronte	Country	
Partnership,	Bradford	Museums	Group,	Heritage	Open	Days,	
Na#onal	Literacy	Trust.	I’m	also	a	member	of	the	new	
Heritage	Railway	Educators	Group	(LEAPi)	with	about	12	UK-
wide	Railways,	we	meet	every	three	months	or	so.	

Other	events	included	Nigel	Hyde	giving	a	talk	to	the	Keighley	
Friendly	Society	alongside	Peter	Gerrard	and	a	member	of	
VCT,	we	took	part	in	the	Heritage	Open	Day	weekend	with	a	
talk,	pop	up	theatre	performance	and	a	character	actor	
playing	George	Stephenson,	and	I	hosted	the	4th	carriage	on	
the	Railway	200	Inspira2on	Train	at	Keighley.	

My	thanks	go	the	Brenda	and	Chris	for	delivering	the	
programme,	volunteer	Tony	Berwick	for	being	part	of	the	
learning	delivery	team,	the	duty	officers	and	other	members	
of	BLS	who	engage	with	schools,	plus	all	the	people	across	
the	wider	site.	
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